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 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ALTERNATIVE: VIEW FROM BLACK DIAMOND MINES REGIONAL PRESERVE

Source: Environmental Vision, 2008.
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in the West Phase under the Biological Resources Alternative would not substantially 
reduce impacts to the conversion of agricultural land.  The Biological Resources 
Alternative is therefore considered to be neither environmentally superior nor inferior to 
the project with respect to agricultural resources. 

Air Quality 

The reduced number of dwelling units and corresponding reduction in the number of 
residents would incrementally reduce the number of vehicle trips generated.  Associated 
stationary and mobile emissions would be reduced accordingly.   

The General Plan EIR identified a cumulative traffic impact resulting from build out and 
the smaller project would still incrementally contribute to this impact.  The long-term air 
quality impacts anticipated with the project would be incrementally greater than with the 
Biological Resources Alternative, and so this alternative is considered similar to the 
proposed project. 

Biological Resources 

The Biological Resources Alternative would leave intact a large population of big tarplant, 
which has ranged from approximately 1,000 to 3,600 individual tarplants in the western 
portion of the site (West Phase).  The number of plants identified during surveys varied 
year by year.  Between 1998 and 2008, 2,057 to 9,475 big tarplants were identified on the 
entire project site, spreading across both the East Phase and West Phase.  The big tarplant 
population that would be preserved borders undeveloped land protected by a conservation 
easement. 

The Biological Resources Alternative would also decrease the acreage of annual grassland 
habitat that would be developed, thus reducing the loss of upland habitat potentially 
occupied by California tiger salamander. California tiger salamanders have been 
documented breeding in a stock pond located within the protected open space to the west 
of the big tarplant population that would be preserved.  Therefore, it is likely that CTS use 
the hillside that contains the big tarplant population as upland habitat.   

Mitigation measures are identified in this EIR that would reduce potential biological 
impacts of the proposed project to a less-than-significant level through preservation and 
enhancement of plant communities in Deer Valley; however avoidance and preservation of 
an existing community is considered preferable to the establishment of a new community. 
The Biological Resources Alternative is therefore considered environmentally superior to 
the proposed project with respect to biological resources. 
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Cultural Resources 

Implementation of the Biological Resources Alternative would not avoid any of the known 
cultural resources within the project area.  Therefore, the Biological Resources Alternative 
is considered similar to the proposed project in terms of impacts to cultural resources.  

Geology, Soils, and Mineral Resources 

When compared to the project area, fewer dwelling units would be developed under this 
alternative.  Thus, this alternative’s impacts relative to the exposure of structures/people 
to substantial adverse effects associated with faulting, severe ground shaking, liquefaction, 
landsliding, slope instability, erosion, or expansive soils would be incrementally less than 
the proposed project.  However, all potential geologic impacts can be mitigated through 
the implementation of existing General Plan policies.  Therefore, the Biological Resources 
Alternative is considered neither environmentally superior nor inferior to the proposed 
project in this regard.   

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

When compared to the proposed project, fewer dwelling units would be developed under 
this alternative.  Thus, this alternative’s impacts relative to hazards and hazardous 
materials would be incrementally less.  The reduction of residential land uses would 
incrementally reduce the use, generation, and transport of hazardous materials.  However, 
all potential hazardous materials impacts can be mitigated through the implementation of 
existing General Plan policies and mitigation measures in this Draft EIR.  Therefore, the 
Biological Resources Alternative is considered neither environmentally superior nor 
inferior to the proposed project in this regard.   

Hydrology and Water Quality 

Implementation of this alternative would result in incrementally less development than 
the proposed project, and therefore the impacts would be incrementally less.  Grading and 
development and the addition of impervious surfaces, landscaping irrigation, and water 
degradation resulting from runoff and erosion would be incrementally less than what 
would occur with implementation of the proposed project.  In this regard, the Biological 
Resources Alternative is considered neither environmentally superior nor inferior to the 
proposed project in this regard.  

Land Use and Planning 

The Biological Resources Alternative would result in incrementally fewer houses being 
constructed, and therefore a smaller increase in population.  The fewer homes, smaller 
population, and reduced development would result in incrementally fewer environmental 
impacts to factors that are related to development size or risk.   
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The General Plan identified the loss of open space areas as a cumulative impact of build 
out.  Under this Biological Resources Alternative, a smaller area of the project site would 
be developed and more open space areas would remain.  The Biological Resources 
Alternative is therefore considered environmentally superior to the proposed project in 
this regard.  Cumulative impacts are discussed in Chapter 6.0, CEQA Required 
Conclusions, of this EIR. 

Noise and Vibration 

Short-Term Construction Noise Impacts 

With the Biological Resources Alternative, there would be incrementally less short-term 
construction noise impacts because there would be less urban development within the 
project area. 

Long-Term Vehicular Traffic Noise Impacts 

Because build-out of this alternative would result in fewer dwelling units, there would be 
incrementally fewer vehicles on the road locally, as compared to implementation of the 
proposed project. This Draft EIR notes a potential cumulatively significant increase in 
ambient noise levels along Deer Valley Road and Balfour Road due to the increase in 
traffic from the project and other developments planned for the area, and the Biological 
Resources Alternative would result in a similar level of impact.  Therefore, the Biological 
Resources Alternative is considered neither environmentally superior nor inferior to the 
proposed project. 

Population and Housing 

The Biological Resources Alternative would result in incrementally fewer dwelling units at 
build-out than what would be developed as part of the proposed project.  Population 
growth that would occur as part of the Biological Resources Alternative would also be 
incrementally less.  However, the proposed project would not result in any significant 
impacts to population and housing, as population and housing increases would remain in 
line with the purpose of Measure K and would not exceed anticipated growth rates for the 
City of Antioch.  Thus, the Biological Resources Alternative is considered neither 
environmentally superior nor inferior to the proposed project.     

Public Services and Public Utilities 

The Biological Resources Alternative would result in incrementally less demand for all 
public services and utilities.  However, mitigation measures are identified in this EIR that 
would reduce potential impacts of the proposed project to a less-than-significant level.  
Therefore, this alternative is considered neither superior nor inferior to the proposed 
project. 
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Traffic and Circulation 

The Biological Resources Alternative would result in incrementally less traffic generated 
by fewer homes. Mitigation measures in Section 4.14, Traffic and Circulation, of this 
EIR would reduce impacts related to traffic and circulation to a less-than-significant level. 
 The Biological Resources Alternative is considered similar to the proposed project in 
terms of its effect on traffic. 

ENVIRONMENTALLY SUPERIOR ALTERNATIVE 

Table 5.1 compares the potential impacts of the proposed project with the Biological 
Resources Alternative.  The proposed project identifies potentially significant unavoidable 
cumulative impacts associated with air quality, transportation, and biology.  A side-by-side 
comparison of the issues as evaluated in this EIR is provided in Table 5.1 for each of the 
following alternatives. 

The Biological Resources Alternative is almost equivalent to the proposed project, after 
mitigation.  However, as it promotes the avoidance of a sensitive plant species in its 
natural habitat, the Biological Resources Alternative is considered the environmentally 
superior Build Alternative. 
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Table 5.1 Comparison of Impacts of the Alternatives to the Project 

Environmental Issue 
No Project – No Build 
Alternative 

Biological Resources 
Alternative 

Aesthetics Superior Equivalent 

Agricultural Resources Equivalent Equivalent 

Air Quality Superior Equivalent 

Biological Resources Superior Superior 

Cultural Resources Superior Equivalent 

Geology, Soils, and Mineral Resources Superior Equivalent 

Hazards/Hazardous Materials Superior Equivalent 

Hydrology Superior Equivalent 

Land Use Superior Superior 

Noise Superior Equivalent 

Population/Housing Inferior Equivalent 

Public Services and Public Utilities Equivalent Equivalent 

Transportation/ Circulation Superior Equivalent 

Source: CirclePoint, 2008. 
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