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Agricultural Soils 

Pursuant to the Soil Conservation Service of the US Department of Agriculture, the project 
site is comprised of several soil types, as listed below. 

 AbD – Altamont clay, 9 to 15 percent slopes 

 AbE – Altamont clay, 15 to 30 percent slopes 

 AcF – Altamont-Fontana complex, 30 to 50 percent slopes 

 BdE – Briones loamy sand, 5 to 30 percent slopes, eroded 

 BdE2 –Briones loamy sand, 15 to 30 percent slopes, eroded 

 LeF – Los Gatos clay loam, 30 to 50 percent slopes 

 RbA – Rincon clay loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes 

 RbC – Rincon clay loam, 2 to 9 percent slopes  

 Sc – San Ysidro loam 

 Sh – Solano loam 

All of these soils are identified as having low capability for agricultural production, with the 
exception of the Rincon clay loams.  The Rincon clay loams are primarily found on flatter 
portions of the site, covering less than 13 percent of the total project area.  Rincon clay loam 
soils are primarily used for dry land grain, range, watershed, or wildlife habitat uses.  
However, due to the steep slopes associated with much of the property, the agricultural 
viability of the property as a whole is limited.   

Williamson Act Contract 

In 1965, the California Land Conservation Act, also known as the Williamson Act, was 
adopted.  This voluntary program allows property owners to have their property assessed 
on the basis of its agricultural production rather than at the current market value.  The 
property owner is thus relieved of having to pay higher property taxes, as long as the land 
remains in agricultural production.  The purpose of the Williamson Act is to encourage 
property owners to continue to farm their land, and to prevent conversion of farmland to 
urban uses.  Participation requires that the area consist of 100 contiguous acres of 
agricultural land under one or more ownerships. 

Upon approval of an application by the City Council (or County Board of Supervisors 
within unincorporated areas), the agricultural preserve is established, and the land within 
the preserve is restricted to agricultural and compatible uses for 10 years.  Williamson Act 
contracts are automatically renewed annually for an additional one-year period, unless the 
property owner applies for non-renewal or early cancellation.  The Williamson Act also 
contains limited provisions for cancellation of contracts. 
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Prior to 1992, the project site and surrounding lands within Horse Valley were under 
Williamson Act contract.  In 1992 Jack Roddy, owner of the Roddy Ranch, applied for the 
non-renewal of the Williamson Act contract with Contra Costa County and the Williamson 
Act contract was subsequently cancelled in 2003.   The project site has been rezoned to the 
Roddy Ranch Master Plan (RRMP) District, pursuant to Measure K.  Under the RRMP, the 
lands on the project site are no longer under agricultural conservation; rather, urban and 
developed uses are designated for the project site. 

4.2.2 IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

Significance Criteria 

Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines identified environmental issues to be considered when 
determining whether a project could have significant effects on the environment.  As 
identified in Appendix G, the project would have significant agricultural impacts if it 
would:  

a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland Statewide Importance 
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resource Agency, to non-agricultural use; 

b. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract; or 

c. Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or 
nature, could result in conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use. 

Less Than Significant Impacts 

Conversion of Agricultural Land 

No Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance exists on the 
project site.  Approximately 270 acres of the project site are designated Farmland of Local 
Importance.  

The project site is located within the Urban Limit Line and is also within the RRMP zoning 
district, which calls for mixed-use and planned development.  As such, the site is identified 
for development with urban uses and the 18-hole Roddy Ranch Golf Course is already 
developed adjacent to the site.   

A Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) was completed in 2006 as part of the 
proposed annexation of the project site and golf course into the City limits. The LESA 
assessed the agricultural viability of the land and soils to determine the potential impact of 
the conversion of agricultural resources to non-agricultural uses.   

LESA is a term used to define an approach for rating the relative quality of land resources 
based upon specific measurable features.  The formulation of a California Agricultural 
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LESA Model is the result of Senate Bill 850 (Chapter 812/1993), which charges the 
Resources Agency, in consultation with the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, 
with developing an amendment to Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines concerning 
agricultural lands.  Such an amendment is intended “to provide lead agencies with an 
optional methodology to ensure that significant effects on the environment of agricultural 
land conversions are quantitatively and consistently considered in the environmental 
review process.”3 

The California Agricultural LESA Model is composed of six different factors.  Two Land 
Evaluation Factors are based on measures of soil resource quality.  Four Site Assessment 
Factors rate a project’s size, water resource availability, surrounding agricultural lands, and 
surrounding protected resource lands.  For a given project, each of these factors is 
separately rated on a 100-point scale.  The factors are then weighted relative to one another 
and combined, resulting in a single numeric score for a given project, with a maximum 
attainable score of 100 points.  The project score provides the basis for determining a 
project’s potential significance when compared with established scoring thresholds.   

Utilizing the LESA Model, a final score of 36.20 was calculated for the project site and golf 
course (see Appendix B).  According to the Model Scoring Thresholds presented in Table 
4.2-2, the project site is not considered to have significant agricultural resources.  Thus, 
development of this land, including the land designated as Farmland of Local Importance, 
would constitute a less than significant impact to agricultural resources.  

Table 4.2-2 California LESA Model Scoring Thresholds 

Total LESA Score Scoring Decision 

0 to 39 Points Not considered significant 

40 to 59 Points Considered significant only if LE and SA subscores are each 
greater than or equal to 20 points 

60 to 79 Points Considered significant unless either LE or SA subscore is less 
than 20 points 

80 to 100 Points Considered significant 

Source:  CA. Division of Land Resource Protections (http://www.consrv.ca.gov/DLRP/qh_lesa.htm). 

Conflict with Existing Agricultural Zoning or Williamson Act Contract 

The property is not in Williamson Act contract, nor would project development conflict 
with any existing lands zoned for agricultural use.  Furthermore, project development 
would occur within Horse Valley, which was rezoned as the RRMP District, pursuant to 
Measure K.  The RRMP District designates urban and developed uses for the project site 
and the project would be consistent with this designation.   

                                                        

3 Public Resources Code Section 21095. 
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Significant Impacts 

The project would not result in any significant agricultural impacts. 

Cumulative Impacts 

Cumulative impacts are addressed in Chapter 6.0, CEQA Required Conclusions, of 
this EIR. 

 




